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The Canal and the State of Nicaragua.
the

Regarding the relations between

United States and Great Britain on this
continent the points of American policy
first to be kept in mind, asserted and main-

tained are theso:
America holds that the Clayton-Bulwer

treaty died by Great Brituin's own hand,
and the progress of events utterly forbids
fta revivification. This theory, asserted by
varions American statesmen, {8 built on
solld ground. The bullding of the Nlcara-
gua Canal and the control ofit, not Imagi-
pary, but actual, are practically subjects for
negotiation between the United States and
Nicaragua.

To the north of the United States, no
moving of the Alaska boundary line is to
be thought of as concession on our part
thore in return for concession elsewhere
on Great Britain's part. Woask for noth-
ing that is not ours, and we give nothing

of what i3 ours.

50 much for what seems certain,

If, under the present circumstances, the
American view is disputed, its soundness
can be made clear to all by the inclusion of
Nicaragna, with Nicaragua's approval, as

& State of the Union. Such a transaction,

if it be necessary to the construction of
an American Isthmus Canal, is a necessity
of our national progress and well being.

Don’t Clinch One Stupendous Blunder
With Another!

The original ratification of the Clayton-
Bulwer Treaty was one of the greatest
blunders ever committed by the United
States Senate. It was a fipst-class specimen
of the entangling alliance, It entangled us
in a partnership with a Enropean power by
which we surrendered the right to inde-
pendent action on the American continent,
The Clayton-Bulwer Treaty tore a huge
hole in the Monros Doctrine,

That was half a century ago. Meanwhile
this country's luck has given it practical re-
lease from the embarrassments and false
position arising from the Clayton-Bulwer
blunder, Great Britain herself helped us
out of the tangle by deliberately violating
the provisions binding on her side,

Now the Senate is asked to write Yes on
the back of a new treaty which was at first
heralded as explicitly abrogating the Clay-
ton-Bulwer Treaty, but is now deseribed by
one of its prineipal advocates, the New York
Tribune, as ratifying that blunder a second
time:

*'Noither is there any swoeping abrogation of the
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, On the contrary much-all
that is good==in the latter reriains in force, and s
actually fortified by the new convention, 8o far as
the Monroe Doe trine 18 concerncd, the new treaty
will leave us just where we have all along been, It
g% not with any such niatters that the negotiators
have been busying themselves. "

Wao should say not! All that the new
treaty permits us to do is to assume the
sole cost and risk of the construetion of the
canal, What the new treaty preserves in
force and actually fortifles is the Clayton-
Bulwer provisions for European control of
the “American” canal after we shall have
built it and paid for it,

The Hay-Pauncefote Treaty ties our
hands forever in precisely the manner con-
templated by Great Britain in the old
Clayton-Bulwer Treaty, And as if not sat-
isfled with the gash made fifty years ago in
the Monroe Doctrine, the negotintors of the
new treaty actually ask the Senate to voteto
go further and call over to this side of the
Atlantic all the other powers of Europe to
assist Grreat Britain in coercing us should
we ever be desperate enough to attempt to
control in war the canal which we shall
have built and paid for.

Agrieulture in Alaska.

The explorations of the past two years in
Alashn have confivmed the opinion long
held that its mineral are very
large and widely distributed, It is also
known that timber suitable for lumber is
ebundant along the southeast coast, For
two years agents of the Department of
Agriculture have boon making n systematice
study of the agricultural possibilitios of the
country. This work is still in progress,
and from the reports already made and the
experiments and testinony of settlers, it js
establishod that Alaska is destined to have
considernble agricultural development,

For about four buudeed wiles along the
goutheast const from Prineeof Wales Islind
to Cape Fairweathier thove ave several infhy-
ences most favorable to vegetition, inelud-
Ing fairly abundant procipitation, the tom.
perate climate due to the Japan current,
the unusual amount of summn sunshine,
twilight the appronch to
darkness for nearly four months, and a
deep, rich =oil
now found to extend about six hundred
miies further west, to bevoud Cook Inlet,
They arve not all so fully and favorablv
developed as in the yegion farther east,
but have a marked influence npon vegety-
tion and extend inland foran undetermined
distance, in some places at lenst a hundeod
and twenty-five miles from the coast, The
solla are largely of vegetable origin and
gome of them are very deep and rich. Prof.
MinroN Writsey, who has analyzed speci-

mens,says they correspond very nearly with
rice lands and peat formations, and that it
other conditions are favorable, they shonld
be capable of producing enormons crops,

These solls are not confined to the south-
east; Capt. AnERcROMBIE, Second Infantry,
In his explorations of 1808, reportd them
800 miles further west, in the Copper River
district, where there are thousands of acres
of rich vegotable or loamy soil from three
to eight feet deep. Analyses show that

Ythe vegetable content of many of these
solls is much lighor than in :;l:_\' of the
agricultural lands of the State<'

There were no s ttlvments in Cook Inlot
until the miners began to tlock there about
five years ago, but mauy  hundreds of
bushels of potatoes and all other (om-

I'osonrees

being Hearest

These characteristios are

mon vegetables are now raised at Tyoonok
and other settlowents along the Inlet, It
can no longer be sald that ' Alaska grows
no potatoes larger than walnuts,” Lleut,
Leausarn, Fourteenth Infantry, tells of
dinners at Cook Inlet at which everything
on the table wos raisod in Alaska, except the
flour and the butter, There secing Do roas
#on why these commodities also should not
bo produced.  Exeellent butter is now made
in the Sitka reglon. Fine oats have been
matured at Cook Inlet, and the agricultural
station there I8 now experimenting with
wheat., Tho failure of the first attempt ap-
parently was due to very late sowing in the
fall.  Mr. Jousston, formerly a Minnesota
farmer, says that there aro thousands of
acres of well-drained land that reproducethe
conditions of Minnesota, and that wheat can
certalnly be grown there,  Lient, CASTNER,
Fourth Infantry, savs that grass is abun-
dant not only in the river bottoms but also
above the timber line, and that bunch grass
Is especially nutritious, Capt. GLENN'S ex«
pedition of 1808 reported that along Cook
Inlet and the great valley of the Sushitna
River the grass was of fine quality and so
abundant that It would support a large
amount of stock. One of the party who had
been a cowboy sald it was the finest grazing
region both for sheep and cattle he had ever
seen,  Stock raising seems to be practica-
blein this region, though there are draw-
backs. The long winters would necessitate
curing a great deal of hay, and it has not
vet beon aseertained how far the pest of
mosquitoes and other troublesome insects
would interfere with the industry.

The Copper River reglon Is a little farther

enst, and Capt. ABERCROMBIE says ho be-
lirves the development of agriculture there
will be eonditional only on finding a
market for the produce, It is desirable to
have more data as to the possibilities
of gardening and farming in the interlor.
Mr. Sirrenn, formerly a landscape gar-
dener, reports from Copper Centra, 125
miles inland, that practically all vegetables
may be raised there; he gives a list of flne
wild fruits he has gathered, including two
varietios of currants, which, he says, are as
large and excellent as the cultivated kinds,
Mr. Winnray Ocinvie, the  Canadian
official in charge of the Government office
at Dawson, has estimated the agricultural
area of the upper Yukon at about 460,000
acres, but it is likely that the produce of
this region will be confilned to some of the
hardior vegetables, A few vegotables have
been rafsed as far north and ecast ag Cirele
City and Dawson.
On the whole, the elimatic eonditions of
Alaska are comparable with those of Fin-
land, where rye and barley supply the local
demandand leavea surplus forexport, It is
probable that what is achieved in the most
northern farming reglons of Europe may
ulso be done in our great Territory, Trans-
portation, markets and drainage will offer
serious problems, but the time is coming
when Alaska will produce practically all of
the food required by its inhabitants,

The War Debate in Parliament,

It seems probable that the debate in the
House of Commons on the address respon-
give to the Queen's Speech will leave
the Salisbury Government ostenslbly as
strong as ever, because the members who
disapprove of the conduet of the war have
not hit, as yet, upon acommon ground of
action,

The assertion officially made by the
Liberal Opposition that the war, although
“unjust  and  unnecessary,” should be
vigorously prosecuted, cannot command
the votes of the Irish Nationalists who
hold that “an iniquitous war of aggression
entirely unprovoked " ought not to be con-
tinued, It is not expected that the latter
declaration, although virtually ldentical
with that which was carried against Lord
NorTH's Government after CORNWALLIS'S
surrender, will be at this time sup-
ported by any members of the House
of  Commons, outside of the Irish
party. The time, apparently, not
ripe for a motion similar to that which
overthrew Lord ABERDEEN'S Government
during the Crimean War. That was a reso-
lution reduced to the simplest terms, and
tantamount to the averment that '‘the
present management of the war in South
Africa is unsatisfactory to this House.”
Such a motion, should further severe
reverses be suffered by the British arms,
would be not unlikely to secure the votes,
not only of all the Liberals and Imsh
Nationalists, but also of many discontented
Conservatives, and, coneeivably, it might be
carried, It would express even now the con-
victions of a majority of the British people,
and the seeret, though not as vet avowed,
opinions of a large proportion of the Honse
of Commons, Meanwhile, the most mem-
orable feature of the debate on the Minfs-
terial side is Mr. CHAMBERLAIN'S deflant
specch, in which he not only defends the
proceedings which provoked the contest,
und warns the Boers that defeat will mean
for them  perpetual subordination, but
announces that, if the necessity shall arise,
further sacrifices will be exacted from the
colonies, while he hints not obscurely at the
application of conscription to the United
Kingdom,

Before outlining the main features of Mr.
CHAMBERLAIN'S speech, we should note
what seems to be a strange tactical blunder
on his part in charging the Liberal Opposi-
tion with a lnck ol logic for describing the
war as unjust and unnecessary, and yet
proposing to vote for its vigorous prosecu-
tion. Nothing but an ebullition of ill tem-
per can explain his  denunciation of the
reasons, however casuistical, alleged for
votes which, obviously, will help to save the
Cabinet from overthrow, The spokesmen
of Lord Norti in the House of Commons
during our Revolutionary War were much
too shrewd to reproach the followers of
RocKiNGHAM and SHELBURNE with a lack of
logic because, while pronouncing the war
unnecessary and unjust, they yet voted
for the appropriations needed to carry it
on.  The hour came when the Rockingham
and  Shelburne factions showed them-
seives unpleasantly logical and when they
were assisted by a multitnde of Tories dis-
gusted at the ineficient conduct of opera-
tions Iin Ameriea, For the mowment, the
Irish Nutionalists are the only logicians in
the House of Commons, and Mr, CHAMBER-
LAIN can scarcely wish to hasten the time
when the opposition of the Liberals shall
cease to be acadeiie,

The Seeretary for the Colonies began '»)’
insisting that the issues botween the Boers
and the British were inherent in the differ-
ences between the Boer and British civiliza-
tions, and that, consequently, the war was
inevitable, This {8 a belated discovery on
the part of Mr. CHAMEERLAIN, and |s in-
consistent with the absence of any effort on
his part to prevent the control of the Execn-
tive and Legislature in the Capo Colony by
tho Afrikanders, a control they have for
some time exercised, although theip . ivilie
zation is Identical with that of their Boor
brethren. Ifhethought the war inevitable,

is

why did he spend a whole summer in dlge

cussing the Insignificant point whether
Outlanders should be admitted to the fran.
chiso in the Transvaal after flve, or only
after seven years' residence? Everybody
who has read the documents published by
the British Government knows that the
war was in no wise Inevitable, because

|
|

|

the despatch in which the Transvaal con-

tended that seven years must be made
the condition of naturalization, unless
England  would renounce the vestige
of suzerainty retained in the Treaty
of 1885, offered to submit this and

every other questlon in dispute to arbitra- |

tion, What was Mr, CHAMBERLAIN'S reply?
He repelled the proposal of arbitration. He

announced that, in his own good time, he.

would deflne the concessions which the
Transvaal would have to make, and that
such a statement would be an ultimatum.
Scarcely had this answer been returned
than British troops began to be despatched
to South Africa from England and from
India, and It was manifest that the ultima-
tum would not be issued until it could be
enforced by arms. 1f these facts do not
constitute a provocation, words have no
meaning. It I8 not true that the war was
unavoidable. Mr, CHAMBERLAIN brought
iton. Upon him and the Cabinet that up-
held him the responsibility rests,

The statement made by the Under Secre-
tary for War, that England, after the
arrival of reénforcements nowat sea, would
have upward of 200,000 men in South
Africa, was substantially confirmed by
Mr. CuAMBERLAIN. The latter added with
an alr of elation that ‘‘the spirit of the
nation Is unbroken,” not perceiving that
he protested too much, and that nobody
has yet accused the British Empire of the
desplcable weakness of succumbing in de-
spair before the spectacle of the brave
defence offered by a Boer population,
which, In point of numbers, is not half as
large as the population of Glasgow. If the
British people decide to withdraw from the
present contest, this will not be because
its heart is broken, but because it per-
ceives, what is recognized by almost all
onlookers, that it has been committed by
designing men to a wicked war, in which
triumph, in the eyes of history, would be
more dishonorable than defeat,

Singularly enough, Mr. CHAMBERLAIN
does not foreseo the effect that will be pro-
duced on foreign observers by his admis-
sion that the colossal British Fwmpire, in
order to beat two puny republies, must in-
voke all the desperate expedients to which
it would have recourse, were the United
Kingdom itself the vietim of an invasion,
Not only is England erying to her depend-
encies for help: “There {8 no sacritice,”
says Mr. CHAMBERLAIN, ‘‘we are un-
willing to ask of the Colonies;” but “a
larger scheme,” it seems,  “i8 immi=
nent than any the Goverment has yet
put forward.,” The words just quoted
can only refer to a speedy application
of conscription in the United Kingdom
itself, which, under an existing statute, can
be brought about through the issuance of
an order by the Privy Council, That stat-
ute, however, has been long a dead letter,
because it was intended solely to meet the
case of an invasion of the British Islands,
oeenrring during a recess of Parliament,
Never was it meant to be invoked for the
purposes of foreign warfare,

The most significant feature of Mr.
CHAMBERLAIN'S speech was that to which
wa have last adverted, His words can
signify nothing else except that, if addi-
tional grave reverses shall be encountered
by the British in South Africa, the Contis
nentul system of consceription will be intro-
duced in the British Islands. When that
hour comes, Members of Parliament will
hear from their constituents In unmistak-
able accents, and a motion expressing the
popular disgust with the conduet of the war
will have a fair chance of being carried,

Harrison and Hayes.

The Hon, WHARTON BARKER and the Hon,
IaNATIUS DONNELLY no longer hold their
lonely eminence, Other RicHMoNDs have
been in the field since last week when the
Socialist Labor party held its National Con-
vention at Rochester and nominated for
President, the Hon. Jos HARrRrISON of Los
Angeles; for VieeePresident, the Hon. Max
Haves of Cleveland,

The Socialist Labor party is not very fore-
handed in point of votes, but it can be de-
pended upon to build a platform that will
burn. For the instruction and reproof of
('ol. BRYAN we take this piece from the
Rochester platform:

“We charge that in this country the sn-called
Democratic and Republican parties are allke the
tools of the capitalist class in upholding this crim-
inal syatem."”

('ol. BRYAN has been severe with the capi.
talists, but he has not been severa enough.
In spite of all his hammering of the pluto-
crats, the Soclalist Laborers still class his
party with the capitalist class, Either they
are ungrateful to the non-producing ehief
of ‘“‘the producing clagses,” or he has been
too mild and pigeon-livercd in histestimony
agalnst the oppressors,

Matrimony and the Coach and Four,

Seldom have the courts of this State had
such an opportunity to display that degres
of humanity in administering justice which
{8 manifested in the case of POKORNY Vs,
POKORNY, in which Justice Russenn issued
a decree separating Mr., Pokorsy from
Mrs. POKORNY this woek., PokorNY keeps
a hotel in Astoria. He had a wife and
would be rid of her hecauge she was hard
of heart tohim, although he showed that he
had been a lover of devotion probably never
paralleled,

JOHN POKORNY and BERTHA his wife lad
heen married seven years, she not being his
first wife. Irom time to time, following
the instinet that the humorists, rather than
the realists, have immemorially attributed
to woman, his wife was taken with discon-
tent at his hearthstone and turned from
him again to her mother. In that earlier
stronghold of domesticity she ecalmly
awaited his submission to sueh terms of
humiliation as she might impose upon
him.

PokORNY sald thal anything in all this
world that she might ask for was hers.
“Well," mused the lady -and remember
well that these thinga came to pass in the
borough of the Hon, Parrick Jeromg
GLEASON, and not in the realms of GrivMyu's
fairy tales— " well, an you will come for me
in a coachdrawn by four milk-white stends,
perhaps then I will bellevethat vou do love
me and will return to you."

PoKORNY straightway did the thing set
for him, his counsel averring that he was
put to great and unusual expense and tono
little distress of body and mind in the doing

|
|

of it. He got and drove the four milk-white |

horses up to the door of his witi's mother
and enterad the house and abased himself
pefore her. She looked upon the horses
and upon the coach and her pride was
satistled. In the peculiar manner of her
choice she rode agaln to her home, and all

her mother’s neighbors and all the folks of

|

| ology

| having retired from him, Mr. Sispsoy is boom-
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Astorla knew how full and wide was her |
rule over her husband's heart.

Not once did this rupture and reconsoll
datlon happen, but agaln and agaln, until
when the folks next door saw Mrs, POK¢RNY
marching down the front steps with her
bundle under her arm, casting back aspers
#ions upon the quality of male intelligence
and affection, the word travelled from the
washwoman to the baker, to the butcher
and to the livery stable man, and the latter
ut onco set the hostler to currying the
white horses,

Although Mrs. POKORNY's halr was not as
red as her taste In horses and her temper
toward her husband would seem to indlcate,
she being a brunette, none of the languor-
ous yielding of the South permeates her
Mood. PokorNy eams for her on the
Fourthof July last with the usual equipage.
She sald him nay. He besought her in
honeyod, in fervid words, all of which now
form a part of the records of the court,
She wouldn't budge, not for a coach and
four. Broken in spirit, disillusioned, mis-
erable, PokorNY wont homein his grand but
disconsolate state to summon a man of law.
The court heard his plea, and to the honor
of our institutions and of Justice RUSSELL,
who rendered the declsion, be it sald,
POKORNY i8 free. Hereafter In New York
no woman may turn her back on a coacli
and four milk-white horses and maintain
4 claim to her husband'’s fealty.

Prof, Mivart and Cardinal Vaughan,

The correspondence between Prof. Sr.
GEORGE Mivart and Cardinal VAUGHAN,
which we print elsewhere in this paper,
simply shows anew how radically science
and faith are in opposition and how utterly
irreconcilable is their confliet,

Prof. Mivarr went over to the Roman
Catholic Church in his youth and he has
always been adduced as a living proof that
anotable man of science need not be barred
out by its tenets and dogmas. He has been
distinguished as an opponent of the Darwin
theory of natural selection to the extent of
denying its applicabllity to the human in-
telleet,  Besldes numerouscontributions to
sclentifle discussion, he has frequently de-
fended the faith, doctrine and system of
the Roman Church, but now he throws up
the case in his seventy-fourth year. As
this correspondenca shows, Prof. MIVART
recognizes that that Church puts an '‘im-
possible chasm™ between itself and the
science which he holds to be demonstrated
fact, and accordingly he refuses per-
emptorily to render submission to it by
signing a profession of faith submitted to
him by Cardinal Vavanas, though he is
warned that thereby ha ghuts himself out
from it. The correspondence is somewhat
long, but it is extremely interesting, as it
touches upon the very questions which
have been so long under discussion by
many of our correspondents,

Cardinal VAUGHAN, it will be seen, would
have no parley with Prof. Mivarr, but re-
quired of him, first of all, that he should
recant recent teachings of his as to the
conflict of the Scriptures and certain funda-
mental dogmag of Christian theology with
facts of sclence he held to bo demon-
strat*d unchangeably, under pain of exci-
sion from membership in the Roman Catho-
lie Chureh, of which he had been so long
a defender. Undoubtedly no other course
was possible if that Church is to retain
its position, and the refusal of Prof,
Mivarr to submit was not less requisite
if he was unprepared to make a coms
plete surrender of his intellectual convie-
tions. The truth is thus again made
evident that modern scienco and the
Church can make no terms with cach
other, If, on its side, Christian the-
would preserve itsell from de-
struction it must, perforee, refuse coune
tenance to all scientific rejection of its
dogwas on tho ground that the supernat-
ural authority on which they depend
contradicts natural demonstration,

That great battle has been joined in
Coristendom during the last quarter of
a century and it will be waged all the
more tlercely because of the treatment
of the case of Prof, Mivarr by Cardinal
VAUGHAN,

Putting on His True Uniform.

The passing over of the Rev, Mr. SCHER-
MERHORN, the assistant of the Rev. HEBER
Newroy, from Episcopalianism to Unita-
rianism, reported to-day, is entirely credit-
abletothe gentleman., He could not remain
in the Episcopal Church without sacrificing
consistency of conviction and aelf-respect,
for he is totally at variance with the doc-
trine he was required to preach inits minis-
try. In the Unitarian Chureh he will Le
free to think and teach as he pleases,

If all ministers now wearing the livery of
orthodoxy were as honest as Mr. SCHER-
MERHORN shows himself to ba by this step
he would lead a large following into Unita-
rianism, for, practically, its denial of the
doctrine of the Trinity and the dogmas on
which orthodox theology is founded is not
less complete than theirs, When men
reject  the niraculous basis of Chris.
tianity as dogmatically proclaimed by the
Church, inattributing supernatural author-
ity to the Seriptures made canonical by the
Church, obviously, they belong in the ranks
of the Unitariansor the agnostics, In hon-
esty, they should all, like Mr. SCHERMER-
HORN, cast off their deceitful orthodox uni-
form and put ontheir truelivery as the out-
spoken foes of orthodoxy they really are,

Since giving a tentative list of the ten
foremost Democratic leaders wo have recelved
protests from friends of Jor BaAILEY, JACK
iy, JouN McLEAN, GrovER CLEVELAND
and Parrick GLEASON for not ineluding them.
Ifeircumstances have brought these gentlemen
to secondary eminence In the Democraoy, we
cannot help it. It is not for them to complalin,
but to struggle to rise,

———

Our esteemed Kansas contemporary, the
Tibler and Touler, is tilling and tolling in behalt
of the Hon, JErRrY Bimpsown, editor ol our
estcemed Kansas contemporary, the Hayonet,
Having solemnly retired from politicsor politics

ing himself for United States Senator. But
Kansas will not allow a tender plant like him to
be exposed to the winds of PrTTIGREW and
MasoN,

Convention Hall, in which Kansas City
hopes to house the Democratic National Con-
vention, has a tar roof, which has mostly
ylelled to the sun and the rains. There is
talk of repairine it, but it will be taken off if
Kansas City is wise. No roof can resist the
amount of heat and motion that will be disen-
goged by the Demoecratie Convention, Prob-
ably it will have to be held out of doors in a
Jeffersonlanly simpie manner;and even then,
prudent Jelegates will not forget to take acel-
dent policies,

The Hon. WILLIAM VINCENT ALLEN of
Nebraska was introduced to a Baltimore meat-
ing as "afarmer, a lawyer, a soldier, a states-
man, one of the pillars of a plain republie”
Even an ornamental republic might be glad to
have a pillar like Mr. ALLEN; and any republic
that can stand on its pillars aslong as he stands
on his in the Senate, may hope to last forever,

FIGHTING IN SOUTH AFRICA.

The perfod of Inactivity that was imposed by
the successive checks to the British forces at
all points in the South African campaign seems
to have come to an end, and at three out of tho
four spheres of action, ighting I8 going on or
positions being taken up that must lead
to it at an early momoent. The frst point
from which nows has come s tho Modder
River camp, from where Gen. Heetor Macdonald
marchad on Baturday with the Highland Bri-
gade, a battery of fleld artillory and a cavalry
regiment with a pontoon section of Englneers,
They arrived at Koodoesberg Drift, fiftoen
miles west of the Modder River camy,
after two daye’' trying march over rough
ground and much suffering from heat and
thirst. They immediately proceeded to oceupy
Koodonesberg and Kopples Dam, which com.
mands ‘the wagon road from Kimberley to
Hopetown, on the Orange River, and Douglas
on the Vaal River, Atthe date of the lnst de-
spateh, Tuesday, there had only been a slight
brush with a party of Boers, who had comae
Jdown, avidently, on a reconnoitring expedition
and then retired to the northeast. From the
fact that Gen. Macdonald has a bpontoon
traln with him it seems probable that he
Is taking up a permanent position at
Koodoes Drift, which will be bridged for a
foree coming from the south to advance direct
to Kimberley, turning the Spytfonteln position
by Ita right. Such a movement, however, will
require some days yet to carry out, unless there
I8 n foree someawhere south of the Riet River
walting, ready to march, of which we have yet
heard nothing. Whatuever the intention of this
movement of Gen, Macdonald, it indicates an
early renewal of the attempt to reach Kime
berley,

The next point of interost Is Sterkstroom,
from where a despatch has been recelved say-
ing that the Boers from Btormberg and Dord-
recht had attacked the British at Bterkstroom
and Bird’s River Biding about half way between
Bterkstroom junction and Indwe, and at an-
other point in the vicinity, probably on the road
between there and Queenstown. This move
would appear to bo inanticipation of Gen. Gat-
acre's advance against Stormberg, from which
it would be intended to divert him. At Dor-
drecht the Boers hold the road that goes north
from Queenstown to Aliwal North, and so pro-
tect tha left flank of the Boer positions at
Btormberg and Burghersdorp.

The chief interest, however, is in the news
from the Tugela. The report from the Boer
headguarters noar Ladysmith, dated Tuesday,
says that the British crossed the river at two
points on Monday but wera rapulsed at the
vont and driven back in confusion, but held a
small hill near Molen Drift.  Neither of the
two points named, tho pont and Molen Drift
appear on any of the maps issued, but the
vont is probably Potglater's Drift. The British
report comes down to six o'clock last even-
ing, and gives a detailed account of the fght.
ing sinee Monday. The movement would se-m
to have begun by an advance of three battal.
fons and six batteries toward Brakfontein,
a point about hall way betwean Pot.
gieter's Drift and Dewdrop. At 11 the Boer
artillery opened fire, which caused the British
infantry to retire an hour |ater, Meantime,
under cover of a heavy flre from Zwarts Kop
the British infantry advaneed, and by 4 o'clock
Krantz Kloof, a continuation to the eastward of
the Brakfontein Hills, was taken, Krantz Kloo
commands the road direet from Potgieter's
Drift to Ladysmith through Arnot Hill Farm
and by Lancer Hill. There {s then a gav in
the account, no deseription being given of
Tuesday's work, but it is stated that {lghting
was resumed yesterday morning, the Boers
working a disappearing gun on Doorn Kloof
Range, to the right of Krantz Kloof. The Brit-
ish artillery fire, however, blew up its maga-
zine and the gun was silenced until lator in the
day. Intheafterncon the Boers mado a de-
termined effort to retake the captured hill, but
were repulsad, and the aceount closes saying
that the British advancad along the ridge.

The movement described gives the key to
Gen, Buller's pian, which is to drive through
the Boer lines of investment by the shortest
and most direct road to Ladysmith from Pot«
gletor's Drift, It is no longer a question of
strategy, but of hard fighting, pounding away,
until the Boers are pushed aside and Lady-
smith is reached, when the troops, whieh in
the wmeanwhile are walting the result of the
direct movement, will push up to complete tha
operation and open the road from Colenso to
the relieved garrison, tha Boers between the
Tugela und Ladysmith neeessarily retiring If
the British are successful in the movement in
Progress,

The position at Colesberg is somewhat ob.

scure, and has to ba looked at in connec-
tion with what is passing at Nterkstroom
and on the Modder River. Lord Roberts

and  Gen, Kitchener are  believed to
have gone in that direction to {nspeot
the situation, but nothing is  known

for certain: and it {8 just possibla that tha

result of the Boar activity toward Storkstronm
and the Indwe-Sterkstroom Railway may
result in some unexpected turn of affairs that
will give u new direction to the course of the
eampaign south of the Orange River, A very
short time must now decida ona of the prinei-
val events, the question of Ladysmith, on
which the future hanas,

Consumption.

To rue Forror or Tuwe SvN—Sir: Your recent
appeal in Lehalf of & young lady attacked by tuber-
culosis as well as legislation now contemplated in
Albany looking for the establishment of hospitala
and sanitarinms for the treatment and cure of that
dreaded disease, consumption, make of speecial in
terest to all and especially to such as are suffering
the queation as to the curability of sald malady,
Fow other diseases canse sich o large portion of the

mortality in New York State, while the tact that the
number of persons attackod who ever recovir ja so
limited haw l+d & large portion of the commnuity to
consider tuberculosis an an inenrabile dis a-o

Now, emtnent moedical anthoritios contradicted
this assertion, stating that the ravages of the
tubarcular germs can be arrested. if not entirely
cured, by proper sanitary weaaires and e lical
attendance; that plenty of fresh alr and nutritions
rood will cure the intlamed lnngs, while oths re de-
clare that the only hope I8 to be fonnd insoma
treatment that will reach the atected parts directly,
such as the inhalations of antiseptie air and guses.
With anch contradictory views presvalent, we look to
TrE Sus as A director of public opinion th open a
discussion in its columus as to the tact of the enra-
bility of consumption and systems of treatment
that have proved most successful, 18 the con-
sumptive condemued to die? A SUFFERER.

French-English,

Torne Epttor or THESUN—Sir = A number of us

are clashing in an educational way on the subject of
words and we want Tue SN tosettle the difficulty
One man #ays the correct way to prononnce “valet"
I8 as it is spelled, and the other holds that “valley"
is the proper thing as the word is, or was originally,
French. 8o with the word “'buffet” meaninga side
board, and now applied to cars. Ones man holds
that the word has been anzlicized for a hundred
yeara or more and should be pronounced as spelled,
while the other (nsists that the common usave of
calling buffet cars “bufay cars’ 8 correct, A third
word 18 " short-lived.” The dictionaries give it with
& long 1 in the "lived” but why is {t? One man
holds that “lived” has the idea of Life in it and the
prouunciation should foillow that, and the other
econtends that ‘‘short lived'" mcans to live ashort
time and the i should be short I.
Newang, N. J

Valet s Valet,
Short-leyeved

Buffet is Buffay,

Short-lived is

Public and Public Men and the
Boer War.

Justin McCarthy m the Indeopenden’,

My theory is that Mr. Arthur Balfour is thoroughly
sick of the whole condition of aflairs, that he s
heartily sorry for aver having allowed himself 8o be
drawn into a war policy and tn such companionship,
aud that he would be only too happy, if he could, to
#ee himself from all further respousibility, I can
hardly believe that Lord Salisbury and Mr. Balfour
ever really approved of the policy initiated by Mr,
Cectl Rhodes and Me Chamberlain, but it 18 quite
likely that they, in common with most other Eng
Nshmen, never supposed until it was too late that
there would be any necessity to undertake an actual
campaign

I am firmly convineed that if the great majority of
Englishmen had realized six month - ago the fact
that there were certain men who were determined, I f
they conld, to drive this country 1uto a war for the
pirpose of eonguering the Trausvaal Hepublic and
the gold fields, no wuch campaign would ever have
been andertaken. The Boers, I aru inclined to think,
ware better informed as to the probabilities than
most Englishimen wepe, The Borrs evidently saw
from the beginning that s war was certanly com
ing, and that there was nothing left to them but to
make the best preparations they could to defend
their Republic *l‘hey accopted the situation, and at
Inst --hnrlenaod the conflict which they felt they

English

eould not much longer avoid,

\

POLAND'S PLACE IN THE WORLD,

Ita Power Two Centuries Ago and Its Influ-
ence o Art and Sclence Today,

To tie Eptron ov Tur Bun—~Nir: Itafforded
ma a great deal of amusement to read an
articlo by Countess Schimmelmann which
recently appeared in one of the dally papers.
The good Countess outlines a programma of
education for American women, asserts that in |
this country every hook published in Europe is |
accapted as authority, warns poople not to read |
a volume on Furopean nationa in which,
according to Countess Schimmeolmann, the
Polish natlon {s represented as the ruling
power in Europe, and then proceads to make
this extraordinary statement: “There is per-
hapa no other nation in Europe that always
has been and Is as small and unimportant as
the Polish "

Had the Countess aven an elementary knowl-

edge of history and geography she would know
that Poland was a great and important powar,
At the helght of (ta prosperity (XIVth-XVIth
century) the Polish territory stratehed from the
Baltie Bea on the north to the Black Sea on the
south, and from Prussia on the west to ths
vrovinca of Kief on the east, inclusively, It
was during this pariod that the Electorate of
Brandenburg was under Polish suzeralnty and
tho Electors, ancestors of the Prussian relgn«
ing housn of Hohenzollern, pajd their annunl
contribution knealing before the Polish Kine
fn the market place at Cracow. the capital of |
Poland.

A great political erime deprived Poland of_its
fndependence. But aven after that event Po.
lish legions frequently and 1lnrl<mlly remind-
ed Furope of the existence of tha proud nation
of cavallers.  The country which suffered inis-
fortunes with 8o much courage, fortitude and
hope had and has the admiration of ull noble
and thinking people,

Tn-day. while not a ruling power, the Polish
nation occupies a vory s»rmnlmlnt lnes in the
world of selence, art and politica.  Polish musi-
clans and singers bring credit to tha artiatie
abllities of the nation in all parts of tha globhe;
the Polish school of painting 18 admired in Ger-
many. France and Italy as much forits brilliant
coloris as (ts originalite. Of late, Primae Minia.

eraof Anatria were Poles, llke Goluchowski,
iaden!, Kingki and others. One of the Minis.
ters of the German Empire s a Pole.

The Countess, who claims _to hava been a
court lady, eertainly knowsa what high soweial
poaition _means In Europe, She knows how
much influence it has directly or indirectly on
"nl"k'-. art and even science. In a mensure,

‘oled are n power In the aristoeratie clreles of

ecapitals, The Radziwills, the
Czartoryekis, tha Tyszkiewiczs,
Saplehas, Lubomirskis, and many. many
others precaiva in their exclusive salons at
Vianna, Paris, Berlin, Waraaw and other places
the creme de la créme of the diplomatie, nrtistio
and aristoeratie world.  The annual Poligh ball
at Vienna Is attended by Arechdukes and Arch-
duehossas, and o-vur)}"hndy knows that the
members of the Hapshurg reigning house do
not honor many balls with their presenee.

The lack of knowledge of history and of the
prosent situation in Europa I8, no douht, re.
sponsible for Countess Sehimmelmann's mis-
statement, for [ do not snppose fora moment
that aa good and charftable a woman wonld in-
tentionally helittio a nation of heroes and
martvrs {n the past, which at present gives the
world its full  quota of talented and dis-
tinguished men. H. pE Hutozowr 2,

European
Potockis,

Capital Punishment,

Tornr Eptroro¥F THE Sun—Nir: Tha argue
ments in favor of eapital punishmeant ean vory
easily be summed up under the head of that
old adage, " What our ancestors used, is good
enough for us."

The only real argument which ever has bheen

used, which ever can be useld, in favor of
this barbarous practice, this direct oppo-
aition to the will of Almighty God, is

that the fear of a vio'ent death,of asudden leap
into the great unknown, acts as a preventive to
the commission of the terrible erime of murder
in the irst degree.

To say, however, that tha death penalty s a
preventive to the commisgion of murder, i8 a
huge mistaka, and an overlooking of tha fact
thatthe average murderer hos no knowledge us
to whaether he is committing a murder of the
first degree, or of the second, or is committing
homieide,

The New York Criminal Coda gives the fol-
lowing definitlons in regard to the subject:

The killing of ahuman being, unless it is justiff
able, is murder in the first degree, when committed,
cither,

1. From a deliberate and premeditated design to
effect the death of the person killed; or

2. By an act immiinently dangerous toothers, and
evineing o depraved mind, rezardless of hnman life,
althongh withont a premeditated design, to effect
the death of any individual; or

3. Without a design to effect death, by a person
engaged in the commission of, or in an atterpt to
commit,a felony, either upon or affecting the person
killed, or otherwise: or

4. When perpetrated in committing the erime of
argon {n the fAirst dogree,

And even were the murdereracquainted with
the law to the extent of knowing the degree

of his or hererime, ha or she would not hesitate |
the more, because there was or was not the |
penalty of death for the eommission of the
same. For never was a murderer known who |
had not some elumay plan, some arrangement
or scheme whereby he would ba allowed to go
“Seot free” and some one else ba ohliged to
suffer and stand punishment, {f the guilt
were aver fastensd upon anv one, and waa |
proved to the wmatisfactfon of a jury. And
this {8 often the cass when some able
and eloquent District Attorney, by a
wonderful presentation of evidencs, eon-
vinees twelve mien that tha prisoner at the
bar is avillaln of the first water, a murderer
with a premeditated design, an thoy bring in
a verdiet of ﬁulnv. and thus eause the great
discovery of the powers of electricity to te put
to the most evil use that man can possibly de-
sign. that of causing the death of an innocent
person. Every man, woman and child In this
vast conntry will hold up both hands and ery
aloud, Lot our prisons be erowded to the vary
doors, rather than sentence ona innocent por-
todeath,” And yet innocent persons ara gen-
tencod to death and that gentence ja excceuted,
vear after year, simply beeause we must have
an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth !

This feeling againsat capital punishment is
not alone shared by nny one elass of peaple, or
by a few oaly, but it gpreads over the entire |
country, and {t has happenad in many trials of |
murierers that the jury will not bring ina ver-
dlet of gullty, not because the evidence (s in.
suflicfent, but heeauso they wonuld broak their
oaths rather than bring in averdiet which they
know means death to a human being

Does this meet the ands of publie justiea ?

Does this restore order to and decrenss tha
x{um'-qr of erimes in our beloved country?
Never!d

Then let ug havo law that does maet thean
requirements and which does better the soeial
conditions of our country,

The only punishment which chould and eounld
supersede capital punishment (< the penalty of
“Imprisonment for iite.” To the gullty person
imprisonment for lifo is o far worsa punish-
ment than death, And why should it not be
meted out to him, not only for the punishment |
for his erime, but also for the protection of 8o« |
elety? But for the innocent person there ia
always hope, And almost always an innocent
man imprisoned for lifo lives to And himself
once more a free man. Yours for justiea

Fraxcis GRanT TURNER,

‘‘Seandinavian Lepers,.'
To tue Eptror or Tue SuN—Sir: This
is the second time within a couple of months
that I noticoe a statement made by Dr. Ashe

mead In regard to the great number of 8randi.
navians in this city being affected with lep-
TO8Y,

If the loarned doctor was better informe
would not make that statement. 'l‘hurma ndroh:
few cases of leprosy in Norway and Sweden, in
the northern parts only, and some cuses have
beer brought over to this country and settled
in Dakota and Minnesota,

But it 1a absurd to state that New York has a
large number of Seandinavian sailors slek with
leprosy walking on our streets for the rea<on
wao have nowhera to ﬁm’ them. If our doctor
was better informed he would know that Scan-
dmu’vnlnntunllr?rn are not ;uh;ect to leprosy, Our

ood doetor has now a chance t ¢
befors the Board of Heaith, = © e® his mind
A BCANDINAVIAN,

What Ruskin Left Behind Him.
From the London Daily Niwa,

Mr. Ruskin, it has been calculated, wrote
mora booka than any three of our leading
thinkers. They number over seventy. The
entriea In the most recent bibliography--
Including  varfous editions, letters, &e
reach  nearly twelve hundred.  But the
hooks he wrote were only u small portion of
thoss which he proiumwl. His drawers at
Brantwood must be full of manuscripts, and
his letters will one day make n m-mhﬁn:l ht-
ful volumo—or rather series of volumes. It is
said that he appoloted as his lternry execu-
tors Mr, Charles Eliot Norton and Mr. Alexun-
der Wadderburn, Q. C., the “Oxford pupil,” who
edited his “Arrows of the Chace.’

Mr\l(unkln'i art treasures will presumably
remain at Brantwood. They have been muel
reducad by gifts to publie afullun-w and muse.
ums, but still include o aplendid collection of
Furner's deawings; countless drawings by Mr,
Ruskin himaell; a set of Durer's engravings:
and many drawings by Burne-Jones, Rossetti,
William Hont anl others of his favorite art-
ists, The Brantwool collection of minerals,
formed without any regard to cost, 18 probubly
unique, and Mr. Huskin was also the possessor
ot many valuable missals and manuscripts,
nom: vtv?‘n;- :gohr.e mm&olv::. rngtwood and

& contents couy Arthur Seve
by deed of gifty t

MAGISTRATES

PHILADELPHIA

Some Aspects of the Municipal Klection
in That City n Week From Next Tuesday.
PritApELrsiia, Feb, 7.1t Is twenty-eight

yoars sinee the last Republican National Cone

ventlon in Pennsylvania, At that time the

Republican State Convention met o Harrlse

burg on April 10, two months before the Nae

tional Convention here on June 10, This year
the Philadelphia Republicans hold thelr Btate

Conventlon In Harrlsburg on April b to

chooss delegntes-at-large to the Natlonal

Convention In thie city on June 10, One

reason assigned for the dilatoriness of the

Republicans to get together thelr promised

guarantee fund for convention expenses is the

great coneern they are manifesting In thele
momentous local fight of this year which will
occuron Feb 20, [t will be an election for Magise
trates, members of the Seleot and Common

Counells, School Directors and Constables, the

most important of these officers being the

City Muglstratos, to the number of sixteen.
There are in all twenty-eight Magistratos

elected by the people for five years, two-thirde

by the majority party and one-third by the
minority, Thelr salarfes are $3.000. Of the
aixteon Mogistrates to be elected this year,
ten will ha the nominees of the majority Kee
publiean party, and six the candidates of the
Democratie mirority, unlesa the miscellaneous
reformers can break in on the arrangement
and disarrange the s!ate.  These local ree
formers malntalp an active organization in the
years when there are no important offices to ha
fillledd. They have tssaed a formal statement to
the clectors, setting forth what they consider to
be the extreme importuncs of the offies of ity

Magistrates and calllug attention to them,

A Philadelphia City Magistrate, aceording to
their lofty view of his attributes and functions,
is a sort of High Sheriff, Justiee of the Peace,
Sheik_of the Desert, Committing Maglstrate,
and Tribe Chlet all rolled into one.  They
point out that all warrants of nrrest are sworn
out before him and that with “ignorant or core
rupt” Magistrates upon the hench, many roa)
offenders, who ought to bo held for conrt, wil
be discharged. The Philadelphia Magistrates,
too, have committing powers in certnin cases:
Tor disorderly conduct they can send the ofs
fender to the county i for thirty days, or
impose a tensdollar fine, and for vagrancy
and habitual drunkenness they can commit to
the House of Correction for o term varying
from three months to one year., I[n clvil cases,
too, they have yurisdietion whore the sum dee
manded is less than £100, and [0 eases involve
ing less than $5.33 their judgment s final,
It will be ohserved that the line which
separates the despatie from the discinlinury
powaer of the Philatelnhia Magistrate 18 85473,
Thus a sutor for $580 18 wholly dependent
upon them, whereas a civil snitor for #3550 i
fndependent, if willing to resort to the Court o
Common Plens

It ia under these circumstances that Philae
dalphin  reformers have male a4 strenuous
appenl to those Philade phin electors whose
elnima are lHkely to he 8584 or less to rally to
the support of shle, incorruptible, erudite and
trustworthy City Magistrates

At lust vour's munieipal election the RHepuhe
lfean vote in Philndelphin wns 145,000 and the
Demooratio vore 24,000 for Mayor., This was
in Febraary, I8ty In November, 1845, the
Rerubliean vore was 121,000 and the Demos
cratic vote 0,000,

RABBI NOW CHRISTIAN SCIENTIST,

Dr. Max Wertheimer Received Into a Chrige
tian Scientist Church at Dayton, Ohio,
From the Daytem Evening Hera'd,

The Rav, Dr. Max Wertheimeor, who has been
the rabhi of the Jewish Synagogue K. K, B'nal
Yeshurun of this eity for ten years past, seve
ered his connection with that eharge several
months since. Last night, at the First Church
of Christ, Seientist, it was announced that the
reverend doctor had embraced the Christian

religion,

After the usual excreises the firet reader
said:

“Innnounee to you this avening something
ontside of the usual order of events, On last
Monday evening Dr. Max Werthelmer came to
mv house, unexpectedly, and made his applis
eation for membersh'p in this church. I want

tosay that this was not done under impulse
but after two years' consideration and caretul
study of our donominational text book,
‘Refenee and Health, With Koy to the Sg¢ripe
tures,' by the Rev, Mary Baker (i, Eddy,”

Dr. Wertheimer, being introdaeed, said:
“First of all, I want to assert that no human
heing either urged or parsuaded, Indueed or
lured me into Christian 8cience, T joined it
not for the sake of money cousiderations, nog
tor n bribe, nor for the snke of rising into a
higher soclal realm. bot simply boeause T wa
and still am, utterly convineoed of the spiritu

eineiples it advoeates, Pecausge of convietions,
rom whicn no poweron carth ean make me
swerve ! Convictlons nrrived at, afrer 'ong ma.
ture and cantions reflection in the secrecy ol
my solitary study-room! Such convietions are
snered! They are my property  Hands off)
Farthis step I am aceountable to none but
(t0od. Yea, | chose this spiritual home, becauss
it {seongenialto my aspirations and unfettered
thoughts. The maln cause, which shattered
my old views and preyudices and made a new
man out of me, was the study of *Seience and
Health," written by that benevolent and devoul
author, Mary Baker (i, Eidy! A emall book—
but, oh, how mighty!

“Glance atthastate of things to-day—churches
are emp'y. pew-holders ara thinking, ereads
are crumbling, barriers are tumbling, dogmas
are falling, theological cobwebs are being
hrushed aside, perfunetory worship vroved
lifeloss, people are confused and disappointed,
they crave for a change, for more faith, morn
hope, and grander love: they are hungering
for the henvenly manna! Do you not see tha
material weeds and apiritual fruits? The har-
vest s plenty, the laborers are faw, Man's ex-
tremity (2 ever God's apportunity, Do you not
son that Christian Seienee (s now, at the dawn
of a spiritual eentury, calling to the ereed-slok
and denomination-tired '‘Come unto me nll ya
that are wenry and heave-laden, and ¥ will givae
vou rest!” Al, rest from blundera. illusions,
pains, eanjactures and  bhelinfs!  Henceforth
thera shiall be for me and for you, neither Gene
:l|l'. tircek norJew, but God's sons and daughe

ore "

During vesterdav afternnan Dr. Wartheimer
addressed aletter to Dr, Wise, at Cincinnati,
Aovering his eonnection with his own ehureh
und faith.  He nlso wrote a number of his
friends, giving his reasons for embracing the
Christian religion.

Negro Jews,

Our esteemed contemporury, the Aerican
Holree, thinks it is time to stop the immigrae
tion of the “"African Hebrew.' That newse
paper had long supposed thors was only one of
him, but others are appearing in Ameriea with
begging proelivities well develapad, The news
comers are negroes, but it is rather ambiguous
to eall them African Hebrows, for thers are
many thousands of A‘rican Hebrews of the
pure Jewish raco; and not to go pack to the
time of the Jawish eaptivity in Egypt, thoue
rands of Jews were sortlod along the north
coast of Afrlea before the Arab Invasion, A
news item recently told of a consignment of
ostrich feathers sent across the desert to Ale
gerin by a Jewish merchant of Timbuctoo,
The term African Hebreow does not naturally
suggest a gentleman of eolor, for most of them
are a8 whi'o as white peovle can be {n that
continent after living thero for generations.

Thereare not many negro Hohraws in Africa,
though ¢xplorers have vouched for thelr prase
ence in sinall numbers, It would ba surprise
ing if there were many of them In lands where
the Jews are universally hated and persecuted,
It is probnble that most of them are mixed
breeds, for the Jews of the Mediterranean
Nrates hava not whollv maintained their raclal
purity, just as in Algeria there is scarcely a
native, Arab, Barber or otherwise, who has nog
some admixture of negro blood, The reigning
family of Moroceo 18 partly negro. Slavery stil]
exiats In Moroeeo and some ot the negroes
imported from the Boudan fall among the Jewe
ish populace, nnd susceptible as the negro is to
his religlous environment, he probably eme
braces the Hebrale faith if invited to do so.

The lot of the Jews in the Mohammedan
States of North Africa is not a happy one. A
few of them escape their tribulations by eme«
bracing Islam, but most of them cling with the
grentest fldelity to the faith of their fathers,

Waiting Letters.

Torne Eprror oF Tue Sux—~Sir In the Charlege
ton Post Office thers are lettors advertised for Mies
Weary Fisher and Miss [dle Days, R.W. 8

CHanLrston, 8, C,, Febh, 4,

St Johnaville's Cle rk,

To tue Epiron op Tue Sus—Sir: At Fox in the
full name of St. Johnaville's villag: clerk. ¥ Fr
Four Prais, Fob, 6,

A Proshyterian on Ceell Rhodes,
From the Preshyter an Standard
Mr. Cecil Rhodes miust beware  The Southern
Preshyterian intimates that of it worn on a jury @

L;y‘h‘tbm.l‘u;r mu‘r»lh-r t" vm‘lhl hang him forthwithy
« - would not regret very w
tanity to siy on such a jury. VNS -



